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gleefully pointed out that Ray was "unable to produce one witness 
to establish Raoul's existence,"^ he did produce the name of a 
man whom he implied might have some connection with Raoul, even 
if the connection was^ unrelated to the King case. 

In a 1977 interview with the Canadian Broadcast Company 
(CBC ) Ray first mentioned the name Randolph Erwin Rosenson. Ray 
claimed that in November 1967, a few weeks after he had met with 
Raoul, he found a business card with Rosenson's name on it (then 



Randolph "Rosen") in the front seat of his white Mustang 

automobile. j 

Ik ,, Ray described the incident to the author as follows:'**’ \f 

In November 1 96 7 I found, before crossing into 
0 ‘ California from Mexico, a pack of cigs. between the 
Jv ) JL seats in front of the car I was driving, a Mustang, 

it i The were in a plastic container and stuck 

^ between the two was a business card. On one side it 

/YY]JL s r i had the name Randolph Rosen written in long hand along 

1 with a Miami address. The other side had typed names 

i & addresses inked out although New Orleans appeared to 

(\ g>j be the city -plus there were initial [sic] which I 

believe were LEA A . 

Ray claims that when he was in jail in Memphis following the 



w 0 



assassination, he began to make some notes; and he then scribbled 
"Rosen's" name and the Miami address that was on the card, 
putting the numbers of the street in reverse order. Ray 
provided the author with a photocopy of a receipt issued to him 
by the Shelby County Jail for money he had received from his 
sister. The receipt is dated December 23, 1968, and the 



* . • 
In prison Ray wrote almost all phone numbers and addresses m 

reverse numerical order, a crude code presumably designed to 

confuse the authorities who he assumed were surveilling him. 
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scribbled notations on it read: "0811 N. W. River Dr. 

Mi, Fl. ROSEN LEA [intelligible]". That these notations were made 
in December ofl968 rather than at some later time has yet to be 
established. <d fkM && t 

4? Ra y stated to the author that it was not until 1975 that he 

discovered that Randolph Rosen was really Randolph Rosenson. 3 ® 
In preparation for one of the several lawsuits that Ray has 
initiated against authors who have written about him, Ray claims 
that his then attorney Clyde Watts, now deceased, investigated 
"Rosen" in New Orleans. According to Ray, Watts discovered that 
"Rosen" was actually Rosenson, that he had a criminal record and 
that he was a narcotics dealer. 

Ray's intimation that Rosenson might have information about 
Raoul (made during Ray's 1977 CBC interview) ff prompted HSCA to 
conduct what the Committee described as "an exhaustive investi- 
gation of Rosenson's background, associates and movements in the 
1960s." 39 HSCA made some interesting discoveries . 40 Rosenson 
had indeed traveled to Mexico in late 1965 and early 1966, 
although the Committee could not place him there in late 1967 
when Ray alleges he found the card with "Rosen's" name on it 
after meeting with Raoul. Ray further alleged that at the time 

of this Mexican encounter, Raoul was dealing some sort of contra- 

4 1 

band which Ray thought to be narcotics or stolen cars. 

According to HSCA, Rosenson operated a traveling carnival 
business that, as the Committee put it, "gave him mobility." 42 
But it is the pattern of Rosenson's "mobility" in the year 
following Ray's 1967 escape from Missouri State Penitentiary (the 
year preceding the assassination) that is most intriguing. 
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Although HSCA found no evidence that Rosenson was in New Orleans 
in December of 1967 when Ray drove there from Los Angeles and 
allegedly met with Raoul, the Committee did find that Rosenson 
was in Los Angeles a^t the same time as Ray and that Rosenson made 
frequent trips to New Orleans to visit friends and .relatives. 
Moreover, Rosenson "traveled in many of the same New Orleans 
/ circles as Ray's associate Charles Stein, a former New Orleans 
resident who lived in Los Angeles in 1967. Rosenson and 
Stein, with whom Ray was acquainted in Los Angeles, seemed to 
have quite a bit in common. Both were known to New Orleans 
police "for similar criminal conduct"; they shared the same 
lawyer, frequented the same bars, and "had mutual acquaintances" 
in New Orleans. 44 

The Committee also established that Rosenson was in 
Birmingham, Alabama in March 1967 when Ray purchased the rifle 
that was eventually identified as the murder weapon. The reader 
will recall that* Ray claims to have purchased the rifle on 
Raoul's instructions, as a sample to be shown to prospective 
buyers in a gunrunning deal. HSCA also found that Ray and 
Rosenson used the same Birmingham bank during this period. 

HSCA interviewed Randolph Rosenson six times, and he 

• • appeared before the Committee in executive session.* He denied 

knowing Ray, Raoul, or Charles Stein. HSCA concluded: 

Despite the opportunities for Ray and Rosenson to have 
met, an extensive field investigation, including 
interviews of Rosenson's relatives, friends, business 
associates, criminal contacts and numerous law 



As with most HSCA records, his testimony has not been made 
public. 
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enforcement officials failed to establish a definite 
linfc between Ray and Rosenson. The Comm ittee & c ’ 
concluded that Rosenson was not involved with Ray in a 
conspiracy to assassinate Dr, King. ^ 

This conclusion is a stunning non sequitur even by HSCA 
standards. To the ai^thor's knowledge, Ray has never claimed that 
Rosenson was in any way involved in an assassination .conspiracy 
but, rather, that Rosenson might be a link to Raoul. Nor did Ray 
claim to have had any direct contact with Rosenson. The question 
under investigation should have been whether any of Rosenson's 
criminal associates or contacts had seen Rosenson with any Raoul- 
like characters, not whether they had seen Ray and Rosenson 
together. It is also indicative of HSCA's failure to apply 
consistent standards of evidence that despite the pattern of 
geographic proximity and mutual acquaintance, the Rosenson matter 
was dismissed for lack of an eyewitness while the Committee's 
conclusion that Ray was linked to a St. Louis-based conspiracy 
was offered without: a single witness who could establish linkage, 
and was based solely on the opportunities for linkage provided by 
geography and mutual acquaintance. 

There was also a more recent episode in the saga of the 
traveling carnival man, one never mentioned by HSCA. It was Ray 
who indicated in a letter to the author that Rosenson "was in the 
Andrew Johnson Hotel in Knoxville when I escaped [from Brushy 
Mountain Prison in Petros, thirty-five miles outside of Knox- 
ville] in June 1977. This was confirmed by Stan DeLozier, a 
reporter for the Knoxville News-Sentinel who had done a story on 
Rosenson in 1978 when he was being questioned by HSCA. 47 
DeLozier managed to dig up information which HSCA either did not 
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have or chose not to reveal. He interviewed Rosenson's Knoxville 
lawyer. Gene A. "Chip" Stanley, Jr. Stanley confirmed that 
Rosenson had been convicted in New Orleans of drug offenses and 
customs violations. The reader will recall that Ray claimed that 
Raoul was dealing in N cont raband — possibly narcotics. Ray had 
also alleged, in a letter to the author, that Rosenson was 
involved in narcot ics-dea 1 ing in New Orleans. 4 ® HSCA merely 
referred to Rosenson's unspecified "criminal conduct" in New 
Orleans, 49 thereby diminishing the relevance of Rosenson's record 
to the possibility that he might somehow be linked to the man Ray 
calls Raoul. Rosenson's lawyer also told Stan DeLozier that 
Rosenson went by the name "Ben Rubin," which again was not 
mentioned by HSCA. 

Boyd Cloud, the proprietor of the Andrew Johnson Hotel in 
Knoxville, told reporter DeLozier that Rosenson (or "Rubin" as 
Cloud knew him) stayed at the hotel from late May to July or 
August of 1977, including the time of Ray's escape from the 
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nearby prison (in June).* Both Rosenson's lawyer and the hotel 
owner told DeLozier that Rosenson's presence in Knoxville during 
the spring and summer of 1977 was due to a car accident he had 
had there, and to financial difficulties in the wake of the 
accident. Said Cloud of Rosenson/Rubin : "He intended to leave 
sooner. He talked about going to Michigan and to Canada/'^ 0 



While there is no evidence of any conspiratorial dimension to 
Ray's 1977 prison escape, the possibility that the escape had 
been orchestrated by sinister forces was openly expressed by a 
variety of public figures during the 54 1/2 hours before Ray was 
captured alive. HSCA chairman Lewis Stokes was quoted in Time 
magazine as saying: "My real concern is whether Ray was lured 

into this escape and, if so, whether for the purpose of killing 
him to stop him from talking" (June 27, 1977 p. 12). Ray's 

escape came during HSCA's. investigation of the King case, after 
Ray had already been interrogated for 2 5' 1/2 hours by HSCA 
lawyers but before he was to be put on the stand and questioned 
about Raoul (according to Stokes, Time cited above). 

Ray was apprehended several miles from the prison. He had 
been wandering through the rattle-snake-infested woods until he 
was finally overtaken by two prison guards carrying shotguns and 
led by bloodhounds. . According to guard Sammy Joe Chipman ( Time , 
June 27, 1977, p. 12 "Capture in the Cumber 1 ands" ) , he came upon 
Ray lying exhausted under a pile of leaves: "James, are you all 
right?" asked Chapman. After a pause Ray replied "I'm all 
right. " 

The fact that Ray returned alive was generally regarded as 
pri ma facie proof that there was no conspiratorial presence 
behind his breakout. But Ray had evidently wandered for two and 
a half days through a maze of hilly forests and narrow, twisting 
dirt roads leading only to abandoned log cabins and defunct coal 
mines. It is possible that the outcome of Ray's escape might 
have been different had he found his way to "civilization." 

It is also possible that Ray might have met a different fate 
had he not been found by two good ol' boys from the prison who 
asked "James" if he was all right. The search for Ray was, by 
most press accounts, both massive and chaotic. Helicopters 
swarmed above the area while 100 local lawmen scoured the woods. 
Five van loads of SWAT teams were brought in by Tennessee State 
Police and no fewer than 75 FBI agents were dispatched to the 
scene. In a hunt that large over such a huge area with such a 
variety of personnel, it would be very difficult to exclude from 
the hunt a person or persons- whose instructions might be to shoot 
Ray with no questions asked, especially if they joined the hunt 
i under a false flag. 
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Ray indicated to the author on two occasions that, as he put 
it, "I am sure Rosenson had nothing to do with the MLK case." 5 ^ 
While there is absolutely no evidence to suggest otherwise, one 
wonders how Ray can muster such certainty given what he professes 
to believe about the ca^e — that Raoul set him up as a patsy, that 
Rosenson may somehow have been linked to Raoul. Some of Ray's 
comments to the author reveal a nebulous suspicion of Rosenson.^ 2 
Ray asserted that Rosenson's New Orleans trial transcript, which 
Ray claims to have sight of, showed that Rosenson was an 
"informant"; and, said Ray, "I suspect he was being used by 
someone or some agency.” 

Whether Randolph Rosenson was some sort of Government infor- 
mant is unknown. Perhaps HSCA records, as yet undisclosed, can 
provide the answer. Surely he was not affiliated with LEAA at 
the point in time at which Ray contends that he found Rosenson's 
name on a business card (November 1967). The Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration (LEAA) was created in 1968 as a provi- 
sion of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act which was 
passed that same year. There was an Office of Law Enforcement 
Assistance (OLEA) in existence from 1965 to 1968. It was a small 
federal program and was supplanted by LEAA. Either Rosenson was 
prescient when it came to agency acronyms or Ray is wrong. It is 
possible that Ray confused a later sighting of an "LEAA" affili- 
ation for Rosenson with the first sighting of Rosenson's name on 
the card, or that Ray confused OLEA with LEAA. It is also 
possible that Ray invented the affiliation in order to create an 
intriguing federal dimension to the world of "Raoul." 
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But the significance of the Rosenson matter derives neither 
from allegations concerning ties to the federal government nor 
from the unsubstantiated premise that Rosenson might somehow have 
been involved in the assassination nor from a possible associa- 
tion between Ray and Rosenson (of which HSCA found no evidence 
and which Ray never claimed existed). The significance is that 
Ray has produced the name of an identifiable individual whose 
ties to New Orleans drug traffic and whose travels in the year 
before the assassination — travels which parallel Ray's and also 
parallel Ray's alleged meetings with Raoul — provide a possible 
entre into the shadowy world of "Raoul." Without any complicity 
in the King case, Rosenson could still have been associated with 
Raoul or Raoul-like characters who were handling Ray during the 
crucial period between his 1967 prison break and the assassina- 
tion. Such associations, however "innocent" on Rosenson s part 
(in the sense of being unrelated to the King conspiracy), should 
have been the focus of an energetic HSCA investigation. Instead 
of concentrating on whether Rosenson was in contact with Ray, 
HSCA should have concentrated on whether Rosenson had any asso- 
ciates whose travels seemed to shadow Ray s as he wound his was 
to Memphis under the "Galt" cover. 

Not only was Ray's post-assassination fugitive odyssey 
replete with mysterious contacts but there is a crucial gap in 
his known whereabouts. No one can say for sure whether James 
Earl Ray was alone or in the company of others soon after the 
April 4 assassination, because no one knows for sure where he was 
from April 6 to April 8. 
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